THE ITALIAN CHAPEL

By Philip Paris

When master painter Domenico Chiocchetti left home to join the Italian army during the Second World War, no one could have guessed where his journey would take him. Captured by the Allies, Domenico and many other Italians were taken to the Orkney Islands in the North-East of Scotland to build huge barriers in the sea in inhospitable, freezing cold conditions. It seemed and impossible, hopeless task.

But hope can shine through the darkest of times, and when Domenico offered his skills to help build a chapel for the men of Camp 60, it marked the beginning of a change that would turn cynics into believers, enemies into friends, and lead strangers to fall in love. Gradually, with enormous trust, talent and dedication, British and Italians came together to forge a universal emblem of hope now recognized across the world.

Based on true events, The Italian Chapel tells the extraordinary story of their triumph over adversity. Far from home, this small group soldiers dared to hope, dream and love. And the incredible legacy they left – a masterpiece in plasterboard and scrap metal – is a lasting reminder of the true strength of the human spirit.

Set in one of the most isolated and far-flung parts of the world, The Italian Chapel is an historical novel full of emotional drama, passion and the fight to find purpose and beauty in a troubled and uncertain world.

‘The story of the Italian Chapel is one of the most inspiring to emerge from the Second World War and I’m delighted that Philip Paris has chosen to tell it. In these troubled times, we can all read, mark and learn, thought whether we will is another matter.’

Alan Plater, CBE playwright

